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to work or not to get anything done. I don’t
understand that. I think we ought to get more
done this year because we’re not running.
I don’t understand that.

But hear me well, now. As Democrats we
have two obligations that you must shoulder.
We must be competitive in this campaign.
We must be determined not to be so out-
spent we can’t be heard, and we must never
forget that our job, since we are governing,
is to do good things for the American people,
including good things with our friends in the
Republican Party whenever they’re willing to
work with us, and if they’re not, to the best
of our ability on our own. So just remember,
you’ve got a lot to be proud of; you’ve got
a good story to tell.

But the American people now have to de-
cide whether they think this turtle got on the
fencepost by accident and where they want
to go with this magic moment in the future.
And what I really care about is thinking that
all this stuff we’ve labored to do the last 7
years can be used together to sort of liberate
the energy, the imagination, the heart, the
spirit of America; to be a force for peace and
freedom and prosperity around the world; to
give all the poor people in this country who
are willing to work a chance to live the Amer-
ican dream; to give everybody a world-class
education; to bring health insurance to the
people who can’t afford it now; to deal with
these big challenges.

You can make your own list, but just re-
member the most important thing. If you
look at where we are now compared to where
we were then, we got there because we had
good ideas, rooted in good values, with a real
vision. If you look at where we are now, com-
pared to where we can go, and you under-
stand that the sky is the limit, you begin to
appreciate the importance of this election.

Joe and Ed talk about how I show up at
the drop of a hat, even though I’m not run-
ning for anything. There is a reason. I have
never forgotten a day I was here, for whom
I was working. I have never been under the
illusion that I was anything other than the
hired hand of the American people. And it’s
contract time again. And they’re going to give
a lot of employment contracts this year, from
the White House—in Joe’s terms, from the
White House to dogcatcher. Just once in my

life I hope I meet the Democratic nominee
for dogcatcher some day. There have been
days where there is not much difference in
that and the White House. [Laughter]

Anyway, it’s contract time again. And if you
believe in what we’ve done, if you believe
in why you drug yourselves out in good
weather and bad and when you weren’t feel-
ing good and you worked all these dinners
and receptions, if you believe in why you
wrote all those checks and did all those
things, remember, it’s contract time again,
and the people have to decide again.

And if we blew this decision, we wouldn’t
be the first people to blow a decision just
because things were so good. How many
times have you made a mistake in your life
because things were going along so well, you
thought there were no consequences to what
you did or what you decided on any given
day? This is a momentous election. The
American people have been well served by
our party. They need to be well served by
our voices and by our continued service. I’ll
do my part; you’ll do yours; we’ll have the
biggest celebration yet in this millennial year.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:27 p.m. in the
North Hall at the Corcoran Gallery of Art. In his
remarks, he referred to entertainer Phoebe Snow;
and Edward G. Rendell, general chair, Joseph J.
Andrew, national chair, and Carol Pensky, Joel
Hyatt, and Joe Cari, finance co-chairs, Democratic
National Committee.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Terrorists Who Threaten
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 19, 2000

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order
12947, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by grave acts of violence committed
by foreign terrorists that disrupt the Middle
East peace process. By Executive Order
12947 of January 23, 1995, I blocked the as-
sets in the United States, or in the control
of United States persons, of foreign terrorists
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who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process. I also prohibited transactions
or dealings by United States persons in such
property. On August 20, 1998, by Executive
Order 13099, I identified four additional per-
sons, including Usama bin Ladin, who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process.
I have annually transmitted notices of the
continuation of this national emergency to
the Congress and the Federal Register. Last
year’s notice of continuation was published
in the Federal Register on January 22, 1999.
Because terrorist activities continue to
threaten the Middle East peace process and
vital interests of the United States in the
Middle East, the national emergency de-
clared on January 23, 1995, and the measures
that took effect on January 24, 1995, to deal
with that emergency must continue in effect
beyond January 23, 2000. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to foreign terrorists who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 19, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:18 a.m., January 20, 2000]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 20, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Terrorists Who Threaten
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 19, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for

the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to grave
acts of violence committed by foreign terror-
ists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess is to continue in effect beyond January
23, 2000, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this
emergency was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 22, 1999.

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that led to the declaration on
January 23, 1995, of a national emergency
has not been resolved. Terrorist groups con-
tinue to engage in activities with the purpose
or effect of threatening the Middle East
peace process, and which are hostile to
United States interests in the region.

Such actions threaten vital interests of the
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. On August 20,
1998, I identified four additional persons, in-
cluding Usama bin Ladin, who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process. For
these reasons, I have determined that it is
necessary to maintain in force the broad au-
thorities necessary to deny any financial sup-
port from the United States for foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 20.
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